Donald Alexander Windrem
April 18, 2019

Donald Alexander Windrem, age 70, of Barnegat, passed away, Thursday, April 18 at
home. Born in Jersey City, he lived there and Toms River prior to moving to Barnegat 3
years ago. He was a Battalion Chief of the Jersey City Fire Department for 40 years until
retiring.
Don was a member of the Sons of the Shillelagh, the Elks and Emerald Society.
He enjoyed boating, cars and travelling, but most of all Don enjoyed being with his family,
especially his grandchildren.
He was predeceased by his brothers, John “Jack” Windrem and James Windrem.
Don is survived by his loving wife of 43 years, Gail; his children, Sean Windrem and his
wife, Melissa, Colleen Tompkins and her husband, Daniel, Donald Windrem and his
fiancée, Michele Brennan and Stephen Windrem and his wife, Debbie, 8 grandchildren
and his sister, Margaret “Peggy” Russell. He is also survived by many loving nieces,
nephews, brothers in law and sisters in law.
Visitation will be Tuesday from 2-4 and 6-9pm at “The Family Owned” Carmona Bolen
Home for Funerals, 412 Main St., Toms River. A funeral liturgy will be celebrated
Wednesday 11:30am at St. Joseph’s RC Church, Toms River.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital or Special Olympics. Condolences can be sent to www.carmonabolenfh.com.
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23

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

APR
23

Visitation

06:00PM - 09:00PM

Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

APR
24

Funeral Mass

11:30AM

St Joseph RC Church
685 Hooper Ave, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

Comments

“

My deepest condolences to the entire Windrem family!
I met Don when he was in high school. Although we went to different schools we
became friends but then lost touch. I remember him as a very kind and caring
person. His nickname was “Windy” back then.
So very sorry to hear of his passing. May he Rest In Peace.
Sincerely
Peggy Barychko DiBello

Peggy DiBello - April 23, 2019 at 12:23 PM

“

Donald and I were first cousins. He would spend summers with us in Cliffwood
Beach, getting out of Jersey City for a few weeks. (I recall something about fish in
our kitchen but that's probably better left undiscussed)
Then, later in life, we found another common interest. He was battalion fire chief for
Jersey City's Gold Coast and I was (and still am) a producer for NBC News assigned
to national security issues. We would have occasional breakfasts in Jersey City and
share insights and gossip.
One of Donald's pet peeves was how the Department of Homeland Security was
pushing bad ideas and sending him a daily fire hose (pun intended) of intelligence
reports from across the country that bore NO relationship to his job.
He was so exasperated during one of our breakfasts that he gave me a quote I often
used in discussing how bad the bureaucracy had become. "I'm sitting here across
from Ground Zero, in a city with a 50-story building bearing a Jewish name (Goldman
Sachs)! What do I care about what's happening in Iowa?!" I laughed out loud. It was
pure Donald. Succinct, straightforward and funny.
He loved being a fireman. I brought him to NBC News once and introduced him to
Brian Williams, our anchor at the time, and the two of them quickly launched into a
discussion of their favorite fire engines, Brian having been a volunteer fireman in
Middletown as a teenager. It was a hoot to listen to. There was no doubt who the
expert was.
Donald and his late brothers were committed to serving their native city, as a fireman,
as a policeman (and PBA president) and a corrections officer. It's a rare thing and a
tribute to how they were raised and their roles as servant leaders. To his family and
friends, my condolences on his tragic passing. I will miss him.
Bob Windrem

Robert B Windrem - April 23, 2019 at 11:43 AM

“
“

“

Robert, what a beautiful tribute to my brother Donald. Thank you Robert.
peggy W Russell - April 24, 2019 at 07:24 AM

What a great tribute Robert. We definitely want to hear the fish story.
Stephen Windrem - April 24, 2019 at 10:20 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander
Windrem.

April 22, 2019 at 11:28 PM

“

Irene Gianotti-Schaffer purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of Donald
Alexander Windrem.

Irene Gianotti-Schaffer - April 22, 2019 at 09:43 PM

“

What can I say !
To Gail and the family my deepest condolences.
Don and I were childhood friends (We called him Windy back then) many years later
Jack and I met , only to find out that Don (Windy) was Jack’s best friend which was
another plus......I’m sure the both of them are having a cup of tea together just about
now.....Don will be missed tremendously but never forgotten
May you rest in peace
Love,
Maureen Burns

Maureen Burns - April 22, 2019 at 10:06 AM

“

Love, Maureen Burns purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Donald
Alexander Windrem.

Love, Maureen Burns - April 22, 2019 at 09:49 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Eileen W Hahn - April 21, 2019 at 07:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Peggy W Russell - April 21, 2019 at 06:36 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander
Windrem.

April 21, 2019 at 01:46 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Desiree Hader - April 21, 2019 at 12:12 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Geraldine Keating - April 20, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mark Fitzgerald - April 20, 2019 at 08:06 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander Windrem.

April 20, 2019 at 06:06 PM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander Windrem.

April 20, 2019 at 09:56 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander
Windrem.

April 20, 2019 at 09:23 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Donald Alexander Windrem.

April 19, 2019 at 05:54 PM

