Gail F. Naia
November 6, 2020

Gail F. Naia, born Gail Florence McClain on December 20, 1944 in East Orange, NJ.
Mother of 2 daughters, Gail K. Cooley of Piedmont, SC and Michelle N. Hack of Marlton,
NJ. Grandmother to Patrick, Morgan, Kirsten and Kevin; and Great-Grandmother to Eli,
Sophia and Wattsyn. Gail worked for the Department of Defense in Finance and
Accounting and then as a Program Analyst in the Communications Directorate before
retiring. A devoted mother, daughter, sister, aunt, grandmother, great-grandmother, and
beloved friend. Gail was initiated into the Order of the Eastern Star at Vehslage Lodge
Chapter, No. 158 in 1963 and affiliated in 1972 with Gloria Chapter No. 159 in Toms River,
NJ. She served as Worthy Matron for Gloria Chapter 1981-82, 1988-89, and 2001-02. Gail
served the Order as Grand Rep to VA, Worthy District Deputy, and Worthy Grand Ruth.
She was currently serving as Right Worthy Grand Treasurer. Best know for her butterflies
and a huge heart for her family, friends and OES family. In lieu of flowers, we ask for
donations to be sent to either "Grand Chapter Vol. Donations", c/o Judy Brown, PGO/CoChairman, 35 Sheffield Place, Southhampton, NJ 08088 or "NJ Eastern Star Charity
Foundation, Inc.", c/o Kerry Milone-Clapp, PGO/Secretary, 8 Allen Terrace, Netcong, NJ
07857.

Events
NOV
10

Memorial Visitation 03:00PM - 05:00PM
Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

NOV
10

Service

04:30PM

Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

Comments

“

Gail and I met at Ft. Monmouth in 1979. Working side by side at entry level jobs we
had lots of time to exchange thoughts, family histories and shared interests. For
example we discovered both of our husbands had served as Beachwood police
officers. She mentioned she liked Spode Christmas tree pattern so I gave her a very
small piece for her birthday a fact she never let me forget as she stated it was the
start of a “collection” lol. Although I left in 1989 we continued to stay in touch these
thirty years via birthday and Christmas cards, notes and the all too infrequent lunch.
No one could tell a story like Gail. She had the great ability to laugh at herself. She
was kind and compassionate as well as funny, upbeat and unwaveringly positive.
How blessed and fortunate we are to have had Gail in our lives. Rest In Peace.

Theresa Lau - November 11, 2020 at 02:00 PM

“

“

A wonderful memory. Thank you for your touching words
charlotte farley - November 12, 2020 at 04:17 AM

I knew Gail as an Eastern Star Sister, and I've only known her for about 8 years or
so, when I was appointed as a Grand Representative and got to know the Grand
Officers. Gail always went out of her way to talk to me, always a kind word, or a word
of encouragement, happy and pleasant. She was a beautiful Sister, inside and out.
At my last reception as WG Organist, she gave me a hymnal that had been made
into an angel by folding the pages a certain way, it has had a place of honor on top of
the bookcase in my music room, and it will be even more special to me now that she
has gone to the Eternal Chapter on High. Gail will always have a special place in my
OES memories, and I will pray for her. She is at peace now.
God will wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death; no
crying, no sorrow, no more pain.
Janet Miller

Janet Miller - November 11, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

Gail was a special friend, a treasure to all she met. She always spoke about
"Counting her blessings", but I "Count my blessings" to have met her and being part
of my life. As an OES sister, she always has a warm smile and friendly hello
wherever we traveled to and always wonderful conversations. As she walked in the
office on a work day, I can still hear her say "Hello kid how you doing". Always
listened and gave wonderful advice. If asked a question she would say "why do you
ask". As my heart breaks, and miss her tremendously, I will cherish her friendship
and keep her in my memories always. As I never say goodbye, farewell my friend,
until we meet again.
Patti Rhinesmith

PattiRhinesmith - November 10, 2020 at 11:08 PM

“

Gail was my Mother in Law. She was a strong, independent woman but also was one
of most loving and caring people I’ve known. She always put family and friends first
and was an integral part of our family. My kids Kirsten and Kevin, her grandkids,
loved and adored her - enjoying every visit, every Thanksgiving fest (especially her
pumpkin pies), and every Christmas Eve sleepover. My wife Michelle had the
strongest of mother/daughter bonds with her. Gail always celebrated life events and
milestones. She never forgot a birthday or anniversary. In fact, we could always
count on a Hallmark card from her for even smaller holidays like Valentine’s Day and
Halloween. I’m not sure how we’re going to keep track of these events without her
joyful reminders. I will miss going out to restaurants with her, discussing world events
and hearing family stories. We’re going to miss her deeply but will always remember
her boundless love.

Peter Hack - November 10, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Gail F. Naia.

November 10, 2020 at 04:55 AM

“

Gracious, Admirable, Imaginative, Loyal. These are some of the words that epitomize
my sister Gail. One of the first people to care for me. I am comforted to have been
there for her in her time of need. Rest now my Angel, until we meet again. Love,
Charlotte

charlotte farley - November 09, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

Gail, has been my mentor, my muse and my friend since the moment I began my
Star journey. Her boundless faith in me has propelled me to acts of work that I would
before never would have even considered. She was a true light and was a force to
be reckoned with. The world is a better place for the time she was a part of it. She
touched more lives than can be counted during her time here and she will be greatly
missed. A beautiful soul has entered the Kingdom of Heaven and they are blessed
for same. She will be greatly missed. Love you Gail, my dear friend and road warrior,
until we meet again.

Jessica Walton - November 08, 2020 at 12:26 PM

“

Thank you so much for those kind words. Rest assured she loved you as much as you
loved her.
Gail Cooley - November 08, 2020 at 08:57 PM

“

The world is not going to be the same without Gail in it. She was a light in our star and our
days when it was dark. Her smile was just so welcoming and will be missed. She never
hesitated to share any knowledge that she had. Never hesitated to help anyone no matter
who you were. I have been so blessed to have been just a very small part in your life. As
Gail would say “Count your blessings and have an attitude of gratitude”. She Buy this every
day. Just know Gail that I love you through the universe and I know that our Lord is
welcoming this beautiful angel with open arms.

🦋

Dale Van Houten - November 09, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

There are far few good people in this world that we cannot afford to lose a one. Gail was
one of them. She will be missed. Until we meet again Gail. That day shall be joyous.
Phil - November 09, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

Gail -- Our world and days will be dimmer because of your absence, but our nights will be
that much brighter as you shine down on us from above. You will be sorely missed. Thank
you for your smile, your reassurance and genuine friendship. I will think of you each time I
relay the trustful faith of Martha.
Kimberly Wendowski
KIMBERLY WENDOWSKI - November 10, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Gail and I shared a special bond. We discovered we were born 6 days apart and shared so
many similarities through our lives. We liked the same perfumes, foods, movies, we even
started finishing each other's sentences. We spent many times talking when we sat next to
each other during receptions and other dinners. She referred to me as "My Twin" and
addressed me as such in communications and signed off as "Your Twin". Her kindness,
thoughtfulness, caring and sharing has already created a void in so many lives: I will miss
forever. She always "counted her blessings" and she was indeed a blessing to all.
Diane Schmolze
Diane Schmolze - November 13, 2020 at 09:04 AM

