Giocchino "Jack" Panzini
December 2, 2020

Giocchino “Jack” Panzini-departed this life peacefully on December 2, 2020. Jack was
born on April 2,1930 in Jersey City. Although Jack left Jersey City, Jersey City never left
him. Jack moved from Jersey City in 1960 to South Toms River with his wife Kay where
they raised their three children. Jack worked as a Lab Technician for Ciba Geigy, then
known as Toms River Chemical, for many years. He was a proud member and trustee of
the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers Union where he prided himself on vigorously debating
issues with management. It was said Jack caused several Union Negotiators to quit in
frustration. When he retired from Ciba Geigy he opened one of the earliest Jersey Mike’s
Subs in Beachwood, N.J. Jack and Kay ran the Jersey Mike’s Subs for many years until
they relocated to Whiting, N.J.
Jack was a long-time member of the Toms River Regional Schools Board of Education.
He served numerous terms as the President. Jack was instrumental in the building of the
elementary school servicing South Toms River and has a media center there named in his
honor. He thoroughly enjoyed his time and close relationships with many Board Members
and Administrators. He was proud of all the positive contributions and accomplishments.
He enjoyed nothing more than a spirited exchange with the audience, which usually ended
with him throwing someone out of the meeting.
Jack was always the life of the party. Ever quick with the jokes- some good, some bad but
all told with love an enthusiasm. No matter the surroundings or the circumstances, Jack
had a joke at the ready and was able to deliver it with perfect timing.
Jack was predeceased in 2003 by his loving wife of 48 years Kay. He was blessed
thereafter to find a loving companion in Meredyth Onuchovsky with whom he spent 11
wonderful years. Meredyth predeceased Jack in 2019. In his final days Jack’s family
debated if Jack was going to be able to handle the two women that loved him.
Jack is predeceased by a son Joseph. He is survived by his three children, Frances
Panzini-Romeo and husband Ron of Livingston, N.J., Laura Panzini-Kardum and husband

Egon of Brick, N.J. and James and wife Colleen of Spring Lake, N.J. Jack is survived by
11 grandchildren, Lauren Donnelly (James), Christopher Steele (Katelyn), Carlyn Romeo,
James Panzini, Blaise Panzini, Madison Schaffhouser, Shane Panzini, Gioacchino
Panzini, Tara Sorrentino (Jeremy), Chris Kardum and Justyn Kardum. He is also survived
by two great-grandchildren, Grace Steele and Serafina Sorrentino.
Jack loved all his grandchildren immensely. He enjoyed following the “Panzini Boys”
athletic endeavors and loved to attend their games. All his grandchildren were his pride
and joy. He was blessed to have seen graduations, weddings and births and was well
aware of how fortunate he was. Jack’s love for life and positive energy was contagious.
When asked what he would do if he won the lottery he answered “I already won the
lottery, I have everything I could want, my family, my friends and a great life.” If we all
thought like Jack the world would be a better place.
Jack’s passing will leave a void in the lives of his family and friends. In the wise words of
Winnie the Pooh “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”
In lieu of flowers donations to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital would be
appreciated. http://www.stjude.org

Events
DEC
5

Visitation

03:00PM - 07:00PM

Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

DEC
5

Funeral Service

06:30PM

Carmona - Bolen - Toms River
412 Main Street, Toms River, NJ, US, 08753

Comments

“

My condolences to the Panzini family. I am so sorry for your loss! Jack was my
mother-in-law Frances Gutowski’s beloved younger brother. We all knew him as
Uncle Jack and just his name would bring a big smile to your face! Funny, kind,
welcoming to all, and lucky to have as an uncle. My late husband, Vince Gutowski,
had many fond memories spending time in New Jersey visiting his Panzini relatives.
I’m so happy that many years ago our own family of five got to spend time in Tom’s
River with Uncle Jack, Aunt Kay, & family, as well as later in the Hamptons with
Jack’s other sister, Aunt Annie Baratelli, and their family. We also got to meet his
wonderful companion Meredyth Onuchovsky several years later. Uncle Jack … love
you!!

Pam Gutowski - March 26 at 01:41 PM

“

Just learned of Jack’s passing. I have so many fond memories of times spent with
Jack and Kay. I picture him with Lenny telling jokes. A sweet guy, my condolences to
the family.

Carole Hedinger - January 07 at 07:42 PM

“

Jack now you can go in Peace to be with Kay . All of the neighborhood kids Loved
you. You were like a Father Figure to me. Laura was my Best Friend and you always
made me feel welcomed into your Home. I will never Forget you and Kay. Laura Fran
and Jim know that your Dad is rejoicing in Heaven with your Mom. RIP Jack. Patty
Chabot

Patty Chabot - December 05, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Giocchino "Jack" Panzini.

December 05, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

Dear Jackie,
Thank you for being a lifelong friend to our Dad. Thank you for stopping over
unannounced to share a cup of instant coffee and "jokes" that made Mom smile and
giggle. Thank you for looking out for the kids in our neighborhood and giving so
many of us a great opportunity. We can hear the angels laughing and the rejoicing of
your family and old friends at your appearance.
Fran, Laura and Jim,
We share with you the loss of your Father, a kind soul, always welcome and
welcoming. You chose a great picture of him. Blessed to have been your neighbors
and friends.
Carol, Jo Ellen, Lisa and Joe Campobasso

Jo Ellen Campobasso - December 04, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Giocchino "Jack" Panzini.

December 04, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

To the Panzini family, know that Jack has been and is in my thoughts and prayers. I
worked with Jack for over 35 years and Jack was a person who always worked hard
for the working men and women who belonged to Local 8-562. Jack prided his love
for Unions and his actions showed this. Jack always worked with me as a viable
Union Rep and his help was instrumental in bettering the working conditions of the
employees working at Ciba-Geigy in Toms River. I love you Jack,, enjoy your reward
and remember your jokes

john talty - December 04, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Duncan, Suzanne. Will, Duncan, Matthew. Paulette purchased the Sweet Solace
Spray for the family of Giocchino "Jack" Panzini.

Duncan, Suzanne. Will, Duncan, Matthew. Paulette - December 03, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Giocchino "Jack" Panzini.

December 03, 2020 at 03:02 PM

